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PRESIDENT ORSON PRATT’S FIRST GENERAL EPISTLE TO THE SAINTS 
THROUGHOUT ENGLAND, WALES, SCOTLAND, IRELAND, AND ADJA- 
COUNTRIES, 


Dearly beloved Brethren,—It has seemed good unto the Presiding Council of 
the kingdom of God to appoint your humble servant, the author of this Epistle, a 
mission to this part of the earth: the general nature of which is igen in the 
following letter written by the Council, namely :— : 


Elder Orson Pratt, a member of the quorum of the Twelve Apostles, is hereby 
delegated to repair to England; to preach the gospel, print, publish, superintend the 
emigration, and preside over all the Conferences, and all affairs of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints in the British Islands and adjacent countries; and we call 
upon all the Saints to give diligent heed to his teaching, and follow his counsel in all 
things, for in so doing they will be blessed. Elder Pratt’s family will accompany him, if 
he choose: in so doing we pray that they may be blessed. It is the duty of Elder Pratt 
to see that the Elders and Saints carry out those principles contained in our General 
Epistle of 23rd December, 1847. 
52 : “Done at Winter Quarters, Omaha nation, North America, this 
twenty-second day of April, 1848, and signed in behalf of the 
Presiding Council of the said Church. 
“Brienam Youne, President.” 
„Wu Ricuarps, Clerk.” 

In compliance with this appointment, I left the camp of the Saints in the Indian 
territory, bordering on the western frontiers of the United States, about the 
middle of May; and, through the kind favor and mercy of God, I have, together 
with Mrs. Pratt and our three children, safely passed over about one quarter of 
the circumference of the globe, riding swiftly upon canals, rivers, railroads, lakes, 
and the majestic ocean, and at length arriving in the land designated as the great 
field of my future labors. | 
It is with feelings of no kind, that I enter upon the vastly important 
and highly responsible duties of this mission. I am deeply sensible that it is a 
matter of no small moment to be entrusted with the watch-care of some forty 
thousand Saints. To impart to the Saints, to individuals and families, to branches 


of the church and conferences, the counsels of life, po sa — less than the 
» without these necessary 


wisdom of God—the inspiration of the Almighty. . 
cations, can give counsel in the — spirit—can r and measure out 
e words of life, according to the different capacities, the degree of talent, the 


nature of the disposition, the deep-rooted prejudices and traditions inherited from 


the fathers, from which the Saints are not as yet entirely free? The great variety 
of circumstances which are continually arising, and as contin changing, 
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requires a continued series of instructions and counsels, adapted to such 

changes, that the Saints may know in all things how to escape the power of evil, 
and do the very things which will result in their greatest good. Now, who is 
sufficient for all these things? Who can give the mind of the Holy Spirit upon all 


the multiplied, unheard of, yet important cases which constantly occur, unless he be | 


inspired to understand the future as well as the past? O, the folly of human 
wisdom, when substituted in the place of the spirit of prophecy! O, the vanity 
of human learning, when it denies immediate revelation, and sets itself up as 
competent to guide mankind in all the varied and diffienlt walks of life! 

The present condition of the Saints in America is * different from what it has 
ever been before. In former years we have, through the commandment of God, 
gathered 3 sm by thousands within the immediate vicinity of our enemies and 
persecutors, being driven from city to city, building for others to inhabit, laboring 
for others to enjoy the fruits thereof; and all this has taken place that the prophe- 
cies, both of ancient and modern times, might be fulfilled. We have now sought 
out a resting place in the 'y valleys — 
tinent. There, in the deep and lonely recasses of the “ everlasting mountains,” we 
hope to hide ourselves for a small moment, while the indignation of the Almighty 
is upon the nations—there we anticipate to enjoy rest for a — 
the fu 3 ression of our enemies there we hope to rear a house unto the 
God of Jacob, and not be immediately driven from its enjoyments—there we hope 
to eommenee the * work of the civilization and redemption of the remnant of 
Joseph ; and, finally, there we hope to serve God with all our hearts, and with all 
that we possess, and fulfil the great purposes of his will pertaining to the great 
work of this last dispensation. A great, extensive, and rich tract of country has 
also been, by the providence of God, put in the possession of the Saints in the 
western * Fem Iowa. This country is also at some distance from all other settle. 
ments, there being none on the west, north, or east; and on the south it is some 
forty or fifty miles to the thinly scattered settlementsof Missouri. This country is 
called the Pottawatomie country ;” it was inhabited by a tribe of Indians by 
that name, until last season, when they were removed by the United States govern. 


market. it comes into market, the Saints, being the first settlers, will, by 
„ e pre-emption rights, and the first chance of purchasing the lands 
ata 58. acre. 

en these Their settiements extend 
some fifty or sixty miles along the east bank of the Missouri river, reaching back to 
the east of said river some thirty or forty miles. The soil is exceedingly rich and 
fertile—the face of the country hilly, though not mountainous, and far more 
healthy than the level plains of Hiinois and Missouri. The Saints have opened 
egtanabie farms in every: direction, and there will doubtless be a large surplus of 
provisions raised this season, more than sufficient to. supply the demands of the 
emi —— who shall arrive in their midst. From that point, during the 
month of May and June, 1 will annually leave for the valley of 
the Great Salt Lake. These are the only two months in which it will be safe for 
them to start. The Saints t hout the United States, Camadas, British Islands, 
and Europe, are requested to ga up and concentrate themselves in that land, 
and make og necessary preparation to pursue their journey over the mountains. 
Three of the Twelve, namely Orson Hyde, George A. Smith, and Dara T. Benson 
have the presiding care over the Saints in that 3 They will give ail neees- 
sary counsel and instructions to companies arriving from the east, as well as to those 
who shall depart for the west. 
Let the presiding Elders of all the conferences throughout this island and 
countries, see that the Saints are * — wisely, and judiciously instrueted in all 
points in relation to the gathering. The gathering of the Sainte is a very impor- 
tant item of our faith. It is founded upon divine revelation, both ancient and 
modern. Isaiah has repeatedly predicted, in the most definite manner, that the 
sons and daughters of God should be gathered from the ends ef the earth. 
David in his psalms is very express and beautiful in his —— — 
gathering. It seems to be a theme upon which all the prophets of the Old Testa- 
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ment dwelt with pectliar interest. The great events connected with the gathering 
— 22 — degree the attention of the Nephite 
prophets in-ancient ica, They are very explicit in —— many of the 
particulars in the Booh of Mormon. The revelations given to our martyred pro- 
phet, Joseph Smith, while teansiating the Book of Mormon, predieted not only the 


rise of 
speakin er 

— qihenth if they will not harden their 
hearts.” In September, 1880, about five months after the first rise of the church, 
the Lord said to his servants, Le are called to bring te pass the gathering of mine 
eleet, for mirie elect. hear voice and harden not their hearts: wherefore the 
decree hath gone forth from the Father, that they shall be gathered in unto one 
place upon the face of this land, to prepate their hearts, and be prepared in all 
things against the day when tribulation and desolation are sent forth apon the 
wicked.” Many other revelations of a similar nature are contained in the Book of 


. Bone of the Sainte oan be upon this subject, 
irit of Ged. To neglect or be indifferent about gathering, is 
ht ef God as to neglect or be indifferent about baptism 


i retain the Holy Spirit, and the Lord will smile upon 
work out their deliverance. Let the rich Saints remember 

pee, oe ace elp them ftom time to time as they shall be counselled, and the 
A shall bless them also. Let all the Saints who have property in houses, or in 
lands, or in goods, or in tenements, or in banking institutions, or in any other 


incorporations or companies, or in merchantlise, or in munufaoturing establishments, — 


or in any other circumstances or conditions, immediately set themselves at work, 
with all wisdom and pradence and with much prayer, to dispose of their property, 
to wind up, arrange, and bring to a close their business, to collect together all of 
their yiches,' and go forth to the mountains of the Lord—to the valley of the Great 
Salt Lake—with their gold and silver, and wearing apparel and precious things, 
and in fine every needful thing, as mentioned in the General Epistle of the Twelve 
of the 28rd of December, 1847, published in the 6th number of thé 10th 
of the Srar. Loet all the elders and officers of the chureh frequently 
impress upon the minds of the Saints the important instruetions contained in that 
Epistle. Instruct the wealthy among the Saints not to be covetous, hot to set 
their hearts too much upon „ if they wish to please God, let them 
put the price of their property to a reasonable low value, and ask the Lord 
to di the heart of some one to purchase the same; and be sare net to reject 
any that is any thing near reasonable, for, in so doing, you may be a loser, and 


not have another offer, and be unable to deliver veelf in the days of trouble 
io the time to be diligent! Now 


which are fast hastening upon the nations. Now 
is the day of deliverance! The sword ie now unsheathed! It hangs glitterin 
over the nations! It will soon fall and devour much flesh! What withholds it 
Surely not the righteousness of the people, for their 22 cry aloud for 
judgment! But it is the faith of the Saints the 3 dle Saints, who are 
= and night, saying, O Lord, spare us! Out us not off with the wicked! 
are weak! we are poor! we are o ! Osaveus! O deliver us! O bring 
us to the mountain of thy holiness, and not suffer us to perish in the day of thy 
fierce: weath when thou: arisest to take vengeance—to overturn governments—to 
destroy kinpdoms-to lay waste the nations | 
Te ate! the salt of the earth. It is for your sakes that the flood-gates of 
destruction are kept clused for a little season. Awake, then, O ye Sainte, awake! 
set. your faces Zionward. Go forth from among the nations. PFartake not of 
thei# sins, neither ¢ovet their luxuries; for the of evil is at hand. It shall 
enter into the palaces of the great. into the halls of the nobles-—and their 
lunurious banqueting shall cease, their riches shall — from their hands; sorrow 
and trouble shall take hold of them, and angui spirit; it shall come from all 
quarters; like the rushing together of ad 


Q 2 


elements—like the whirlwind in its 


Doctrine aad Govena 
and still retain the sp 
ject as displonsing in | 
for the remission of sins. it is true thas many of the Saints in this country are 
peor, and have not the means of gathering; but let them not be earcless and 
indifferent upen the subject, but use every lawful exertion to accomplish that end. 
| 
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fury—like the breaking forth of mighty waters. O, then, where will be safety? 
It shall be in mount Zion. There only shall the daughter of peace select her 
habitation.. There only shall be “quiet resting places, and sure dwellings,” for 
the righteous who have escaped from the nations. O, ye Saints of the Most High, 
linger not! Make good your retreat before the avenues are closed up. Now is 
the time that you need not “go out in haste, nor go by flight;” but all due 
preparation can be made, if you are diligent. 

Let the servants of God continue to preach repentance and remission of sins by 
baptism, and let alone the mysteries of the kingdom, for the world is not worthy to 
receive them, neither can they understand them, for they are only to be understood 
by the Holy Spirit, and duly e ee by the children of the kingdom. If the 
Saints would understand them, let them . up to the mountain of the Lord, and 
build a house unto the God of Jacob. Then you shall be taught in his ways, and 
instructed in his paths more fully; then your hearts shall rejoice, and your under- 
standings shall be opened; then the glory of the Lord shall be upon you, and the 
mysteries of ages past, and of ages to come, shall be revealed; then you shall be 
taught by the Holy Spirit the rigbt things, in the right time, in the right place, 
and in the right order; then will be the time to teach and learn mysteries. But 
now cry aloud to the people in their cities, in their towns, in their country places, 
and wherever a door shall be opened. Ory aloud, and spare not; saying, Repent, 
and be baptized by those having authority, for the remission of your sins, that you 
may be filled with the Holy Ghost; for the hour of God's judgment is at hand. 
And except you do this, you shall in no wise escape. Let this your cry in all: 
places; and if you are faithful, the Holy Ghost will teach you in all things what 
you must do; and the word shall be confirmed unto the believers, with signs 
following; and they shall know of the doctrine, for the Father shall reveal it to 
them; while the wicked shall not understand, but perish in their wickedness. : 

I have been appointed to take charge of the business of the emigration of the 
Saints, and I wish now at the commencement to lay down a few rules and instruc- 
tions, in plainness, that you may know how to be guided in relation to this matter. 

1. The time of emigration for the Saints, from Liverpool to New Orleans, will 
be from the early part of September until March. baie Tete 

2. Every person or family of the Saints, who wish to emigrate, and are — 
so to do, are requested to send to me their ADDRESS, written in plainness, and also 
the ages and names of every man, woman, child, or infant that is going, and also 
one pound in money for each person, both old and young. 8 5 

3. I shall not be responsible for any money that shall be committed to the care 
or charge of any person, unless the same shall come into my hands. The Saints 
can send to me 2 Orders, safely enclosed in letters, and directed to 
Orson Pratt, No. 15, Wilton Street, Liverpool, giving to me the same name, in 
a plain legible hand, that you give to the postmaster of whom you purchased the 
order; in this manner there is no doubt but that they will come safely, and be drawn 
without difficulty from the order office in Liverpool. 1 

4. I shall return no receipts by letters for any money that comes to my 
hands, _ this would require too much of my time, which should be otherwise 
occupied. | 

5. We shall publish in the Stag, or by letter directed to the emigrants, the day 
and month on which every ship, carrying Saints, will sail; and all emigrants are 
requested to be in Liverpool at least three days previous to sailing, so as to make 
every necessary arrangement. | 

6. Let not the emigrants, when they arrive in Liverpool, crowd in upon the 
families of the Saints of this town and burden them. I have been told that in the 
time of emigration some of the families have had to prepare from 50 to 100 meals 

er day, for the visitors of the emigrating Saints. This must not be: it is too 
urdensome. The Saints should then come prepared to hire their own lodgings, 

and furnish their own meals. Perhaps some one of the Saints will say, Well, I do 
want to see Elder such a one; he is a good brother. When he was preaching in 
our neighbourhood, I kept him at my house and made him perfectly welcome; 
I think I will go and take tea with him; I know he will be glad to see me.” Let 
50 or 100 Saints reason in this way, and behold our good brother is thronged day 


‘ 
| 
; 
7 
1 
; 
| 
i 
1 
f 


PRESIDENT o. PRATT’S FIRST EPISTLE. 245 
and night, and he and his family worn out with fatigue. Remember this and 


be wise. | 

7 The Saints are requested not to delay sending one pound until they ascertain 
the day on which the vessel will sail; for in so delaying, in all probability the ship 
will be full and cannot take them. As a general thing we shall not publish the 
day on which a vessel will sail, until we have received the names of about 150 or 
200 passengers, at which time a vessel will be chartered and notice given. If one 
vessel is not sufficient to take all who wish to — in September, we shall 
procure passages for the overplus in some other vessel. 

8. The price of passage will vary within small limits, from time to time, depend- 
ing on circumstances. It will probably never be less than £3 5s., and perhaps 
never exceed £65 for adults. Children between the ages of one and fourteen will 
be about ten shillings less. Infants under twelve months, a The alteration in 
the fare of children is occasioned by the late American law, passed a few weeks 
ago, which has a tendency to increase the fare of both adults and children. By 
this law, the — on each vessel are not only limited to a smaller number than 
usual, but each child over twelve months old is counted a full passenger, and must 
be furnished with the same amount of provisions as an adult. For this reason 
many ship agents are requiring about the same fare for them as for adults. | 

9. In the fare, whatever price it may be, will be included the following amount 
of provisions for each passenger over twelve months old, as specified by law, namely, 


Wheat 66 6 666 666065 10 lbs. 


Fresh water.. 60 gallons. 
Salted pork, free of bone ....... eee. eee 10 Ibs. 


And a sufficient supply of fuel for cooking. 


As the Saints will need tea, coffee, sugar, treacle, butter, cheese, and probably 
more breadstuff, potatoes, &c., together with many other articles not included in 
the above list of provisions, they are advised to purchase the same of me, as I can 
furnish them free of duty, and therefore much cheaper. You will also need tin 
ware, cooking utensils, provision chests, bedding, Se. | 

10. The Saints are expressly cautioned to be aware of men, who, with flattering 
words will endeavour to take every advantage of them in order to filch money from 
their pockets. Such men are plentiful in Liverpool. 7 

11. As soon as the Saints arrive in Liverpool, they are requested to call at the 

Sra office, where they will obtain passenger tickets from brother Thomas Wilson, 
an experienced passenger broker, with whom I have made all n arrange- 
ments, according to law, in relation to all money paid in by emigrating Saints. 
12. When the Saints shall have arrived at New Orleans, they are expressly 
cautioned to beware of all such persons as L Wight, or any of his emissaries, 
who are endeavouring to decoy the Saints off into Texas, professing themselves to 
be Saints, when they are looked upon by our church as apostates, acting in direct 
opposition to the order of the church. All who follow them will be considered 
apostates, and not of us. 7 
I I have also been appointed to receive the tithing of the Saints, and to forward 

the same by safe conveyance to the first Presidency of the church in the city of the 
Great Salt Lake,” for the — of building in the mountains a house unto the 

God of Jacob. The law of tithing was given by revelation several years ago, and 
will continue in force upon the Saints in all the world throughout their generations. 
By this law, one tenth part of your property is required ; and ever after, one tenth 
part of your annual income must be given in. In this country there are doubtless 
many Saints who cannot comply with this law—who are dependant upon their 
daily labor to procure the scanty morsel of coarse food, which is barely sufficient 
to keep soul and body together. Of such, it is not to be expected that one tenth 
vill be required; for in so doing they would distress themselves and their families 


Good navy Dread about ã eee GO lbs. 
Rice 10 lbs. 
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perhaps beyond endurance. It would be better for some one to give te them, 
than for them to give. There are others, who, though not suffering, can 
procure sufficient to sustain themselves, and perhaps ley by one, two, or three 
shillings per week, so that in case of sickness, the want mea or some other 
unforeseen circumstances, they would not be entirely deatitute. They hope by this 
slow process to eventually procure enough to emigrate to a land of plenty. We 
do not require tithing of such. There are athers whase circumstances are some 
better, and who can, without distressing themselves or families, or without bedgin 
up the way of their emigration, pay in their tenths and of them it is required, 
they cannot be justified in refusing to obey this law. Perhaps seme may say, 
am willing to obey, but my property is in such a condition that I cannot at present 
eommand one tenth.” Such are counselled to use all diligenea in placing their 
property in such a condition, that they can not only command one tenth, but the 
whole. Let the whole be extricated from all embarrassment, so that you may not 
only pay your tithing, but remove with the balance of your property to the moun. 
tains of America—to the city of the Baints—to the place of the Name of the Lord 


of Hosts. In so doing you shall be blessed. And this is the only safe course for 


you to pursue; it is the will of God, and his counsel. Blessed are they who shall 
comply; for they shall flourish like the green herb a fertile soil, and not 
wither away, and their children shall grow up like plants of renown, and be 
honored among the children of God. But wee unto the coveteous--those who 
love their property more than they love the coynsels of God—for they shall perish 
with their riches, and shall not receive an inheritance among those that are tithed; 
they shall wither away, and become like the dried stubble prepared for the 
burning; and their names shall nat he faund amang the records of the just. 

Let the officers of the church give all the requisite instructions relative to the 
law of tithing, that the Saints may not remain in igneranee upon this subject. 
Tithing can be forwarded to me by pest-office orders, or any other safe conveyance 
that the coriferenees may devise. 

I shall not be responsible for any tithing that you shalt commit to the trust or 
charge of any person, unless the same shall come into my hands. 

All persons paying tithing, are requested to forward their names with the 
amount, and also the names of the conferences to which they beléng, written in 
plainness, so that they may properly be entered upon the tithing record. | 

The Saints are constantly ng many inquiries in relation te the subject of 
we j at it would not at present be lent for the presiding oy any 
other officers of this church to administer in the ceremony of marriage in England 
or Wales, or in any other part where the laws of the land have made other provi- 
sions, Honor and respect the laws of the country, and do nothing that woald sub- 
ja>t yourselves to fines or penalties, or bring ynnecessaty reproach upon the cause 
of God. From some remarks made at the general conference, some of the presid. 
ing Elders might consider themselves safe in officiating in this sacred ordinanee, 


but we are fully persuaded that it is not wisdom under the existing laws of Ragland; 


therefore if any of the Saints wish to be united in marriage, let it be done 
ta the laws of the land, or else wait until it can be done in some other country 
where the lawa are more favourable. : 

The Saints in this country are now become quite numerous, and thousands are 
constantly being added to the church; and as the eyes of all ave fixed upen them, 
it is nécessary that they should manifest by their good works to actually be what 

‘profess to be—the Saints of God the ehildren of light. 3 

be Saints in this land have been highly favoured and extensively benefited b 
the indefatigable and praise-worthy labors of our much esteemed and dearly belov 
brether, Eider Orson Spencer, whose wise and judicious course in his ; 
administration over the Saints in this land, will ever live in remem branee of all the 
faithful. His integrity and sterling virtue have erected for him an endearing mo- 
nument that can never perish. The eloquent and 3 reasonings displayed in 
all his. writinga—the bold, energetic, and iful style diffused through every 
part, and the meek and humble spirit which seems to pervade almost every sentence, 
clearly indicates a sound mind, enlightened by the spirit of truth, and filled with 


| 
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wisdom by the ion of the Almighty. The inestimable truths which he bas 
80 ably developed in his writings, will prove an invaluable treasure to thousands, 
and live in the memory of all future generations. We are happy to inform the 
Saints that brother Spencer will, if his health permits, tarry in this land yet a few 
months, and we hope to see many articles from his pen upon various subjects, feel- 
ing assured that they will be hailed with delight by the anxious multitudes, many 
of whom have y tasted the soul-cheering knowledge * has formerly commu- 
nicated, which has served to greatly sharpen their a tes for more. 

As I now enter into this great field of —2— that by the assistance of 
God, through the prayers of the Saints, and by my own faithful exertions, to be a 
benefit to you and cause of God in this country. In all my future labors I 
shall seek to be guided by the Holy Spirit, and I shall endeavour to counsel you, 
from time to time, as I receive counsel from the proper source. May the God of 
ancient Israel, who delivered them out of severe bondage, and made them a nation 
unto himeelf, also look upon his poor, afflicted Saints in England, and send them 
2 deliverance, and bring them forth into his holy mountain, and establish 

unto himself a peculiar people, is the prayer of your humble servant, | 


: Orson PRATT. 
Liverpool, August 15th, 1848. 


WAS JOSEPH SMITH SENT OF doD?: 


A few days since, Mrs. Pratt and myself, together with some others, were kindly 
invited to take tea with a very res le gentleman of this town (Liverpool), who, 
though not connected with our church, yet was, with his family, sincerely enquiring 
after the truth. They seemed to be fully convinced in relation to the most important 
features of our doctrine, and were desirous of extending their investigations still 
further. We hope that their researches may happily result in a full conviction of 
the truth, and that they may obtain that certainty, so much to be desired, as to the 
divine authority of the great and important message now revealed from heaven— 
a message which must assuredly prove a savor of We or death to the generation 
now living. This message is beginning to awake the attention of the honest, vir- 
tuous, and upright among all classes of society. They seem to be aroused from the 
slumber of ages. 

A message of simple truth, when sent from God—when published by divine au- 
thority, through divinely inspired men, penetrates the mind like a sharp two-edged 
sword, and cuts asunder the deeply-rooted prejudices, the iron-bound sinews of 
ancient error and tradition, made sacred by age and rendered popular by human 
wisdom. It severs with undeviating exactness between truth and falsehood—be- 
2 the doctrine of r * the oe of men; it levels with the most per- 

ect ease every argument that human learning may array against it. inions, 
creeds invented by uninspired men, and doctrines originated in schools * — 
all vanish like the morning dew—all sink into insignificance when compared with 
a message direct from heaven. Such a message shines upon the understanding 
like the splendors of the noon-day sun; it whispers in the ears of mortals, saying, 
“ this is the way, walk ye in it.” Certainty and assurance are its constant com- 
panions; it is entirely unlike all plans or systems ever invented by human authority; 
it. has no alliance, connexion, or fellowship with any of them; it speaks with 
divine authority, and all nations, without an exception, are required to obey. He 
that receives the message and endures to the end will be saved; he that rejects it 
will be damned. It matters not what his former righteousness may have — 
. hich now pervades the minds of 

; a specimen o anxious inquiry which now es the min man 
in relation to this church, we publish the following letter, which was kindly es i 
to us during our afore-mentioned visit, by the gentleman who received it from his 
friend in London. We were struck with the apparent candor, the sound judgment, 
and the correct conclusions of the author of the letter, and earnestly solicited the 
privilege of publishing it. Permission was granted, on condition that we would 
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withhold names. We here present it. to our readers, and shall endeavour, in the 
same spirit of candor, to answer the all-important inquiries contained in it. 2 05 


My dear Sir,—I have been expecting, time after time, to be able to return you the 
“Letters” you so kindly left with me. As I informed you in my last, I cursorily read 
through the Letters, and then handed the book to Mr. ——-. With him it is at the present 
time. The impression made thereby on his mind is very remarkable, and he requests me 
to inform you, that if you will allow him, he means to keep the book, if you will please to 
let him know the price thereof. He and I concur in our view of Mormonism at present. 
Do you enquire what that view is? I will then proceed to state it. We consider that the 
proofs which Mormonism gives of the apostacy, are without question, clear and demonstra- 
tive; we entirely concur also in the personal appearance and reign of our Lord; we are 
persuaded that all the preachers and teachers of the day are without authority—that their 
teachings and interpretations are uncertain as to the truth—that the translations of the 
Scripture, being done without inspiration, are also uncertain. All is uncertain! melan- 
choly thought! a deplorable picture but a true one !—the different teachers doing the 
best they can !—all jarring—all contending! The result—division, multiplied division! 
And they have a right if they think proper to divide from an authority merely human. But 
their multiplied division is a multiplied proof that they are wrong—that they are without 
that srIRTr who guides into truth, and truth is onE! ! . 

My dear sir, the“ Saints“ have made out a strong and irrefragable case to show that 
“ authority to teach” is no where, if not with them; but the proposition that they have au- 
thority to teach, interpret, &c., is one that at present does not create a conviction in Mr. — 
or my mind. We admit that it is very reasonable to suppose that, under such circum- 
stances, God would raise up and send one invested with authority. Whether Joseph Smith 
was such an one is the all important question. I also admit, that so far as I am acquainted 
with his history, there is something very remarkable about him; perhaps I should be fully 
convinced if I were more fully read in writings relating to him. I wish I lived near to 
you, and then I would read more fully on the subject; I confess my mind is much con- 
cerned to arrive at a clear conclusion upon the point. 

Mr. ——— wishes you, if you will be so good, to select a few books that you think clearly 
prove the divine mission of Joseph Smith, and send them in a parcel to him with the 
prices; he will feel much obliged, and will send you a post-office order for the amount; he 
believes your selection will be a judicious one. I have heard Mr. Banks twice since I saw_ 
you, and other individual teachers also. There is much in their public services I approve. 
I am struck with the simplicity of their celebration of the ordinances. Mr. Banks and the 
others assert strongly the divinity of Joseph Smith’s mission ; this is, however, not enough : 
the church of the early saints had proofs to give by inspired apostles like Peter, inspired 
deacons like Stephen, inspired evangelists like Philip, inspired prophets like Agabus, and 
inspired prophetesses like Philip’s daughters. All this was the result of the Spirit being 
in and with them in authority and power. The church of the latter day ought to be the same, 
if having the same spirit of authority and power. The sects are without these proofs, there- 
fore they are sects groping in the dark, and hoping, and thinking, and guessing they are right, 
and all this convinces that they are not “the Church, the body of Christ ;” bodies they are 
of their doctors and founders sure enough! Now I think the Church of the Latter-day 
Saints must resemble the original, or it is at once proved to be only asect. One result of 
my conversation with you and Banks, and-perusing the Letters, is, that I can be no longer 
connected with any sect. So far as I see, I can without difficulty confound in argument— 
plain scriptural argument—any into whose company I am at any time thrown. The 
Methodist system I am convinced is the worst, because its pretensions are highest. I stand, 
therefore, fully alone. I declare I should be glad to be convinced that Mormonism is 
what it professes to be; I would join it to-day if my mind could be convinced that its 
elders had authority to baptize me for the remission of sins, and to lay hands on me for the 
gift of the Holy Ghost. These sacred ordinances I would obey gladly, if I knew men 
having authority to administer them! To have these ordinances administered without 
divine authority is mere child's play. Thus you see my position. A Methodist leader, an 
old friend, said to me the other day, “ Are you connected with the Church of Christ now? 
I hear you are not with us now.” I answered, “ Where is the Church of Christ?’ He 
replied it is found among the different sects. I then inquired, “Are you in the church of 
Christ? for if you are, you must be a member of all the sects.” This rather puzzled him. 
I then asked him “Shew me the sect that resembled the church at the beginning ; does 
any one of them, or do they all put together resemble the church of the beginning?” He 
said certainly not. I enquired why not? He was shrewd enough to be silent and to see 
that his own mouth must condemn his sect and all the sects. Observe, in the absence of 
the spirit, men must do as well as they can. This I am trying to do, only I confess that I 
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am poor, and blind, and naked, bereft of the glory of the certainty of the authority and 
truth of the church of Christ. The sects, however, are satisfied, though “poor, blind, and 
ed,” to boast of increase of goods, chapels, rich friends, preachers, &c., &c. So much 
for my present views and standing. | ne 5 
I suppose by this time you have acted on your convictions, and are joined to the Saints; 
in all honesty you ought, I confess. The moment aconviction that divine authority and cer- 
tainty of teaching is with them, that moment will I join them. In the absence of this, all 
is mere guess-work ; and I can guess as well for myself as any other mere man can guess 
for me. There is one point in reference to Mormonism which I am surprised at, it is this 
the Saints, I understand, were, by revelation from God, directed to go to Nauvoo—to build 
a temple there—and that Christ would come and reign there! Is this so? Thus the 
Saints, in confidence and faith, left their countries and went to Nauvoo; but what has be- 
come of Nauvoo, and all the great things that were to be seen and done there? Allisa 
mere abortion !! vanished like a dream of night!! Nauvoo was Zion. All were to go 
there. Now Nauvoo is not Zion. California is Zion. All are to go there. Perhaps 
California may turn out worse than Nauvoo. I hear hundreds of the Saints have 
been slaughtered in conflict with the Indians; all this to me seems singular, because 
in connexion with a divinely guided church, or one that professes to be so. I read 
the address of the Apostles from America; I thought it singularly unlike Paul and Peter's 
epistles. It recommended Saints to bring fire arms and powder, &c., with them when 
coming to America. Does this advice approve itself to yourmind? This may be all right; 
perhaps it is; perhaps further knowledge would show it to be right. | 


Farewell. My respectful regards to Mrs, ——, and ever believe me, my dear sir, yours 


very truly 


First.— The author of the above letter has carefully examined the present state 
of the world, and declares himself fully convinced of the awful apostacy which now 
so universally prevails. He unhesitatingly admits that all authority to teach—to 
administer ordinances—to build up the church of Christ, has — ceased from 


the earth—that all is uncertain.’ 
suppose, that under such circumstances, God would raise up and send one invested 


with authority. Whether Joseph Smith was such an one is the all-important 


question.” Yes, indeed, it is an important question, and one that involves the fate 
of the present generation. If Joseph Smith was not sent of God, this church can 
not be the church of God, and the tens of thousands who have been baptized into 
this church are yet in their sins, and no better off than the millions that have gone 
before them. Thie form, without the power and authority, is no better than the 
hundreds of human forms that have no resemblance to the ancient pattern ; indeed, 
it is more dangerous, because better calculated to deceive. Other churches do not: 
_ profess to have inspired apostles, prophets, prophetesses, evangelists, &c.; hence 
we know, if the New Testament be true, that they cannot be the church of God. 
But the Latter-day Saints profess to have all these officers and gifts among them, 
and profess to have authority to administer in every form, ordinance, and blessing 
of the ancient church; hence we know, that so far as the offices, doctrines, ordi- 
nances, and ceremonies are evidence, this church can exhibit a perfect pattern. In 


these things, then, both ancient and modern Saints are exactly alike. By the New 


Testament then we cannot be condemned. 

If the Latter-day Saints are not what they — to be, one thing is certain, 
that no one ever will be able to confute their doctrine by the scriptures; however 
imperfect the people may be, their doctrine is infallible. Can this be said of any 
other people who have existed on the eastern hemisphere during the last 1700 years ? 


No. Their doctrines have been a heterogenous mixture of truth and error, that 


would not stand the test one moment when measured by a pattern of inspiration ; 
some disparity could be seen and pointed out—some deviation either in the organi- 
zation or in the ordinances of the gospel, could be shown to exist. And now after 
so many centuries have elapsed, and when human wisdom has been exerted to its 
utmost strength, and the most exalted and gigantic talents displayed to lay a stable 
foundation whereon to build, we awake and behold all an empty bubble—a vain 
show—a phantom of man’s creation, with scarcely a vestige of the ancient form, 
to say nothing of the power. In the midst of all this thick darkness, a young, 
illiterate, obseure and inexperienced man announces a message from heaven, before 
which darkness flees away ; human. dogmas are overturned; the traditions of ages 


He also admits that it is very reasonable to 
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are uprooted ; all forms of church government tremble like an aspen leaf at its 
h, and age“ fabric of lar sectarianism is convaised and shaken to 
ite very foundation. How happens all this? If Joseph Smith were an impostor, 
whence his superior wisdom? What power enervated his mind in laying the foun- 
dation of a church according to the ancient order? How could an impostor so far 
surpass the combined wisdom of seventeen centuries as to originate a system diverse 
from every other system under heaven, and yet harmonise with the system of Jesus 
and his apostles in 2 particular? What! an impostor discover the dark. 
ness of ages, and publish a doctrine perfect in every respect, against which not one 
scriptural argument can be adduced! The idea is preposterous! The purity and 
ee of the doctrine of this great modern prophet is a presumptive evidence 
of no small moment divine mission. 
We do not pretend that a per. trine is an in evidence in favour of 
the divine shor’ e can conceive it possible, 


though not probable, for a man to teach a doctrine unmixed with error, and yet 


be without authority to administer its ordinances. Swedenborg, Irving, and many 
others taught doctrines in some respects true, in other respects false; hence their 
authority should be rejected, even though they should perform miracles. We have 
no examples on the records of history, of a doctrine, perfect in every respect, being 
=r by any person or persons, unless they were inspired with divine authority. 
If Joseph Smith taught a doctrine in any respect false, he should be a por as an 
impostor, though he should, like the magicians of Egypt, turn rivers of water into 
blood, or create frogs in abundance, or even raise the dead like the witch of Endor. 
On the other hand, if he taught a true and perfect doctrine, he might be sent of 
God, though he himself should perform no miracle, like John the Baptist, or the 
prophet Noah, or many other prophets of the Old Testament. 

In ancient times, many great prophets were sent of God, and we have no record 


of their doing miracles, yet their respective m were of infinite importance, 


and could not be rejected without emnation. here is there a man, no matter 
how great his attainments, that can show Mr. Smith’s doctrine to be false? Did 
the ancient Saints teach baptism to the penitent believer for the remission of sins ? 
So did Mr. S. Did they teach the laying on of hands for the gift of the Holy Spirit? 
So did Mr. S. Did the Former-day ts teach that apostles, prophets, evangelists, 
EB teachers, deacons, bishops, elders, & o., all inspired of God, were necessary 
the church? So did Mr. S. Did the ancient Saints teach that visions, 
new revelations, ministering of angels, healings, tongues, j and all 
other spiritual gifts were necessary in the church? So did this modern pro 
Where then is the discrepancy between the ancient and modern teaching? No 
— teaching is as as the and we again assert 
t ect. coincidence in tea „in every point, is a strong presumptive 
evidence Mr. — God. 
Second. In what manner does Joseph Smith declare that a dispensation of the 


pensation uf the gospel is again committed to the nations, it shall be through 
medium of an angel from heaven. J. Smith testifies that a — of 
gospel for all nations has been committed to him 4 an — one 
the ietion; the other testifies its fulfilment. Though Mr. Smith had taught a 
perfect doctrine, yet if he had testified that his owas net pastored fe 
angel, all would at once have known him to be an impostor. How came Mr. 
Smith, if an impostor, to not only discover a perfect doctrine, but to also discover — 
the precise medium through which chat doctrine should be restored to the earth? 
Did Swedenborg, Irving, Wesley, or any other persons, not only teach a pure 


gospel was committed unto him ‘—He testifies that an angel of God, whose name 
| was Moroni, appeared unto him; that this angel was formerly an ancient — 
| * a remnant of the tribe of Joseph on the continent of America. He 

that Moroni revealed unto him where he deposited the sacred records of his nation 
some fourteen hundred years ago; that these records contained the “everlasting 
| gospel” as it wae anciently taught and recorded by this branch of Israel. He 7 
| Smith power to reveal the contents of these records to the nations of the! 
| earth. Now, how does this testimony of Joseph Smith agree with the book of 
| John’s - on the Isle of Patmos? John testifies that when the dis- 


WAS JOSEPH SMITH SENT OF GoD? 251 


system, but at the same time did they deolare that it was committed to them by an 
angel from heaven? If not, however pure and holy their teaching, they were not 
divinely authorised to administer in ordinances. If Mr. Smith had professed to 
have accidentally discovered those records, and that he was inspired to reveal their 
contents throu A the Urim and Thummim; or if he had professed to have received 
a message of the gospel through the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, or the Urim 


came Mr, Smith, if a deceiver, to think of all this? Did Martin Luther, Wesley, 
Whitfield, Swedenborg, or Irving, think of this? Whence his superior intellect— 
his depth of understanding his extensive foresight—that he should so far s 
all former impostors for 1700 years? John testifies that when the everlasting gos- 
pel is restored to the earth it shall be by an angel, Smith testifies that it was 
restored by an angel, and in no other way. This is another presumptive evidence 
that he was sent of God. = 

Third.—A revelation and restoration to the earth of the “ everlasting gospel” 
through the angel Moroni would be of no benefit to the nations, unless some one 
should be ordained with authority to preach it and administer its ordinances. 
Moroni might reveal a book containing a beautifal and glorious system of salvation, 
but no one could obey even its first se, se without a legally authorised adminis- 

on, ordained to | r lay on hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost, &c. 
Did Moroni ordain Mr, Smith to the apostleship, and command him to administer 
ordinances? No, he did not. But why not confer authority by ordination, as well 
as reveal the everlasting gospel? Because in all probability he had not the right 
sotodo. All angels have nat the same authority—they do not all hold the same 
keys. Moroni was a prophet, but we have no account of his holding the office of 
an Apostle; and if not, he had no right to ordain Mr. Smith to an office which he 
himself never possessed. He no doubt went as far as he was authorised, and that 
was to reveal the “stick of Ephraim —the record of his fathers, containing the 
“everlasting gospel.” How then did Mr. Smith obtain the office of an Apostle, if 
Moroni bid be autharity to ordain him to such office? Mr. Smith testifies that 
Peter, James, and John came to him in the capacity of ministering angels, and by 
the laying on of hands ordained him an Apostle, and commanded him et oe 9 

tine, * on hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost, and administer all other 

ordinances of the gospel as they themselves did in ancient days. Did Swedenberg 
did Irving’s apostles--ar did any other impostors during long age of dark. 
neas—profess that the apostleship waa conferred * them by those who held it 
last—-by any angel who held the office himself? No; and therefore they are not 
r but deceivers. If Mr. Smitb had pretended that he received the apostle- 

P 


cone HE Ba further inquiry, have known him to be without authority. How 


ship by the revelation of the Holy Ghost, without an ordination under the hands of 
an Apostle, we should at ance know that his pretensions were vain, and that he 
was a deceiver. If an impostor, how came Mr. Smith to discover all this? Why 
did he not, like the Irvingites, assume the apostleship without an Apostle to ordain 
him? How came he ta possess so much more wisdom than Irving, as to discover 
that he could net be an Apostle without being ordained under the hands of an 
Apostle? If Mr. Smith be a false Apostle, it must be confessed that he has ex. 
hibited far more judgment than all the false Apostles whe have preceded him, 
learned apd talented as they were. Is not this another presumptive evidence of 
Joseph Smith’a divine mission? Suoh a correctness upon matters of so great a 
métient, and upon subjects on which millions have heretofore erred, indicates seme- 
thing more than human—it indicates the inspiration of the Almighty. The 2 
of Mr. Smith’s doctrine— the perfect coincidence of his testimony with 

John's, in relation to the manner of the restoration of the everlasting gospel to the 
earth, and the consistency of his testimony in relation to the manner of the restora- 
tion of the apostleship-—are strong presumptive evidences that beautifully harmonize 
with and strengthen each other; the evidence is therefore aceumülative, and 
inereases with every, additional condition or circumstance in a multiplied ratio, and 
seems almost irresistably to fore conviction upon the mind. 


(To be continued.) 


and Thummim, or in any other way but that of the ministering of an angel, we 
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252 EDITORIAL.—OONFERENCE MINUTES. 
The Latter-vap Saints MAMenntal Star. 


AUGUST 15, 1848. * \ 


REMEMBER all Post Ofice Orders for Books and Stars must hereafter be sent to 
Orson Pratt, No. 15, Wilton Street. : 


Emicration.—The ship“ Erin’s Queen” will sail from Liverpool for New Orleans 
on the (5th) fifth day of September, carrying a load of Saints. Those who have 1 
their deposit, are requested to be in Liverpool on the (2nd) second day of Sep- 
tember, so as to make ready to sail, As soon as you arrive, your lu gute, &c., can 
probably be taken on board, where you can be lodged for 2 or 3 nights, until the 
ship sails. The fare will be, | | 

For adults .. ... £3 12 6 | Children nnder 14 years and over 1 year, 22 12 6 

Infants under 1 year 

There is still room on the ship for 30 or 40 more passengers. Any others who 

will immediately send £1, can have their berths secured. 


CONFERENCE MINUTES. 
GENERAL CONFERENCE. | 
Manchester, August 14th, 1848, Monday Morning, 10 O Cock. 
Elder Orson Pratt, one of the Twelve, being present, offered up prayer to 


the Most High God. 
The officers present were, of the Twelve, 1; High Priests, 15; Seventies, 7; 


— — 


| Elders, 75; Priests, 27; Teachers, 6; and Deacons, 6. 


On Sunday, 13th, there were many more officers present, whose business this day 
prevented them from attending. 


REPRESENTATIONS. 
| 
Wales Captain Dan Jones 2747 50 | 150 | 195 | 130 59 2161 
Edinburgh W. Gibson See 1051 16 30 38 27 13 700 
Glasgow Graham Douglas. 1438 2 | 67 | 56 | 59 | 34 
Manchester Richard Coo 2102 84 | 145 64 32 
Liverpool . Simeon Carter 813 11 48 57 25 11 312 
on ohn Banka 19 50 47 18 15 4617 
Birmingham . Thomas Perks. 1306 15 62 4 46 36 *564 
. Crandall Dunn 1050 22 48 | 67 36 18 578 
James Marsden . 69 20 7 2357 
South Conference „ohn Halliday . . . 571 10156 | 37 19 17 407 
529 39 30 24 10 
Warwickshire 4. „Th Smith, j 522 11 23 42 13 0 370 
Herefordshire ... 521 17 4 31 15 5 2235 
Derbyshire . . . 1 13 42 | 28 10 11 130 
Leicestershire Ditto 0 167 9 20 6 3 2 9 
Itenham John Johnson . 518 17 36 38 18 14 150 
orcestershire ............ L. D. Butler 10 13 25 5 — 170 
John Cotta 357 8 18 30 15 5 33 
d ames Locket 11 39 33 13 13 ‘ 
Bedfordahire Robert Martin............... 11 26 23 9 4; 50 
Macclesfield Charles Miller 274 7 16 24 11 5 9 51 
Neweastle- upon - Tyne Speakman 224 9 21 17 4 5 * 32 
. . Thomas Smith, sen. ...... 212 2 8 13 4 3 212 
Pointon, Lincolnshire. W. OC. Mitchell . . . . 200 7 13 19 8 0 73 
; . 163 7 11 10 6 5 © 66 
Isle of Man ...... — Hetherington......... 102 2 11 5 2 a 
Southampton T. B. H. ouse 33 1 2 2 1 1 33 
Total . . . . .... 17902 | 350 929 | 1185 | 608 | 341 | 8467 
In the table of increase above, those marked * are perhaps not very correct, having been obtained 


by the difference between the present representation and those of 1 but as some have emi- 
1 that, these are in some instances less than the real increase. A in Staffordshire an: 
ull, there appears to have been no baptisms, but such is not 


the 
some been 8 dead ; and this will account for these and other apparent 
© which wore not gives the presidents, bes approxtante the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
1 
| 
| 
| 
truth. 
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ABSTRACT OF GENERAL CONFERENCES AS RECORDED IN THE STAB. 
COMPILED BY r. D. BROWN. 

| 1840. | 1840. | 1840. | 1841. | 1842. | 1843. | 1 1848. 1 


Preston . . 300 354 665 675 665 655 594 505 523 510 529 
Penwortham %%% % 73 77 96%. eee eee see eee eee eee eee eee 


Vol 7.|Vol 7. Vo 
. 0 


Longton % % „„ 51 54 eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee 
Southport, &c. 20 19 eee eee toe eee eee eee oe 
Dauber’s Lane & Eccleston 54 42 eee 8% eee eee eee eee eee eee ee 
Hunter’s Hill 17 18 eee eee eee eee eee eee see eee 
Heskin 3 eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee 
Bolton 60 61 61 | 189] ... ee oe 
Ratcliffe %% %%% 10 11 16 18 eee eee eee eee eee eee eee 
Whittle 18 16 eee eee coe | eee eee tee ees eee 
Ribchester See „% 25 22 eee ee ee see eee eee 0 eee ee 
Burnley ee 0 24 27 eee eee eee eee eee oe eee ee eee 
Black kburn „%%% % % % 15 17 eee > eee eee eee eee eee ee 
— Thornley. 29 30 eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee 

n %%% % %% 50 58 eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee 
„ „ 27 35 318 325 299 302 314 324 357 
Chatburn %%% % %%% 84 91 tee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee 
Downham, 20 25 eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee 
Grindleton . 9% %,Ü— 5 5 eee eee ee eee eee eee see 
Manchester „% „„ „„ „„ „ 240 280 364 443 1531 1481 1583 1724 1844 1847 2102 
Stockport... „% 96% %% % 40 85 140 161 eee 0 9 eee eee 
Dukinfield COSC 30 4l 76 120 eee eee eee eee eee eee see 
Altringham 4 82 eee eee eee coe eee ee 
Macclesfield and Peover... 30 38 71114 238 250 219 204 223 | 274 
Middlewich .. 6 20 eee eee eee 9. eee oes eee eee 
Bury and Elton %%% 12 12 bed eee eee see eee eee ‘ee 
Potteries, Staffordshire. 101 | 168 | 574 | 507 | 377 | 370) ... | 329) ... | 342 
Herefordshire .................. | 160 | 534 | 1007 | 1 1298 960 172 498 933 656 521 
Alston TTT 40 36 eee eee eee eee eee eee eee 
Liverpool CEO %% %% %%% %%% %% %%% 28 78 100 190 570 596 678 797 750 813 
Brampton 30 36 4 | ene be 
Bedford 40 36 242] 184 220 


Edinburgh 
Glasgow 6 %%% %% %%% %% %%% 21 106 193 368 564 72¹ 833 1069 1181 
Norwich a eee ee eee” eee 
Whitmore eee 3 eee ese eee 
Odd Members 8 
Northwich .... 
Whitefield .. „. 14 39 1 .. 
13 
5 
16 


Eccles 

West Bromwich. ose ose ‘ 
Birmingham oes 110 309 509 707 | 668 727 842 1306 
Isle of Mat — 71 55 52 33 532 & 


& Carlisle | ... 6 
Oldham 


eee 186 
eee 493 687 
Bradford and York . eee eee eco eee 54 303 337 
Cheltenham eee 540 544 532 596 357 368; 518 
207 | 282 308 
247 233 


Bristol and Sth Con. eee eee eee 0 93 31 
Worcestershire ose ose 140 | 270 


ul eos eee ee oe 
Warwickshire ; ooo eee eee eee eee eee eee eee 104 188 522 
Southampton eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee 33 
Total ... .., | 1671 | 2513 | 3626 | 5814 | 7514 | 7975 | 7797 | 8614 | 10951 | 10894 17902 


N. B.—Manchester and other Conferences absorbed many of the smaller branches; and Hereford- 


shire includes Gloucester, Marshill, Garway, Froomeshill, &c. Sometimes a Conference was not 


represented at all, and r. The above is as it appears in the Stans, though not 
represented at all, and others only partially £0. about ten thousand appear to have emigrated. | 


William Gibson, H. P., from Edinburgh, in his representation, stated, that 
150 in one small town in Scotland had almost simultaneously obeyed tho gospel, and 
many were ready for emigration; and that in Ayrshire, where the work had 


— 


— — 


— 


— 


—— — 


—— 


ie 
1234 | 1438 
eee 213 
128 | 201; 310] 470 472 1050 
Pointon, Lincolnshire 14 27 is ee ii 200 
Leicestershire | oes 127 | 140 156 158 167 
96 112 268 284 364 


— — 
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gras pr power of Ged were made 
manifest in a t increase of diligence on the * the priesthood, and of 
corresponding fruits, in additions to the kingdom o 

Captain Dan Jones, from Wales, whose lungs and health seemed much i 
said, that he had three years ago represented his conference of th. 


should have baptized one more—inclading himself and wife; and now, in —— 


to one thousand he had baptized for himself, and one thousand for his wife, he had 
nearly one thousand more to divide among the 150 elders who assisted him. He 
had printed 45 pamphlets in the Welch from 8 to 100 pages each, in 
all 1 1,186 pages of original matter; and from the quantity printed, there 
were no fewer than 1,600,000 pages duodecimo, in circulation ation among Oanybria’s 
honest sons and daughters. 


the same. Carried unapimously. 

Resolved, that Elder William Ballan, late of lie: eut off from membership in this 
church, for unrighteous conduct. 

Resolved, that Elder Robert Martin leave Bedfordshire and take the presidency of the 
Worcestershire Conference in the place of L. D. Butler, whe is allowed to emigvaty Grey 


* that I. E. T. R. Clinton, from America, go and preside over the Bedfordshire 
Conference. 

Resolved, that Marshill, Garway, and Froome Conference, be henceforth called the 
Herefordshire Conference. 

Resolved, that John Spires from America, a native of this district, go and preside over 
the Herefordshire Conference. 

Resolved, that part of the Herefordshire Conference near Garway, &c., be attached to 
the labor and charge of Captain Dan Jones, of Wales, as he may find by the Spirit to be 
wisdom. 

Resolved, tbat J. D. Ross, late from Miramichi, go and preside over Staffordshite Con- 
ference, and lift up his voice by the power ef God 2 the Potteries. 

— Clark. - being a High Priest from America, and laboring in Chel- 
tenham with Elder John Johnstone, who is about to emigrate te America, in January, 
1849—g0 and preside over the Cheltenham Conference. 

Resolved, that Milo Andrews, also from America, take the place of Simeon Carter, 
H. P., who will return to America in September next, and preside over the Liverpool 


Conference. 
Resolved, that Elder Richard Cook Ieave his manual labor, and continue more efficiently 


to preside over the Manchester Conference, and that his brethren sustain him. 

Reselved, that Hider William Howell, of Aberdare, South Wales, late a baptist minister, 
go across the British Channel, to Bretagne, in France, and offer the gospel to the people 
of that country. 

Resolved, that the Conferences not named above, remain as they are at present, each 
officer having been appointed to preside, as at present, by a separate vote. 

Elder — Spencer 2 at length on the advantages of buying bonded goods, 
such as tea, sugar, &c., in verpool, and on the mode of remitting larger amounts of 
money than five peunds, namely, by registering the letter containing the enclosures, at the 
Post Office, paying only 6d. ; ae on the printing—the book agencies—and the necessity ot a 
three months eredit enly, or a settlement every three months by the book-agents ; so thet 
instead of hundreds of pounds being due the offiee as now, and corresponding amounts due 
the printer and binder, tha office might be free every three months. 


„D. Wart, 
T. D. Brown. Clerks. 


— 


SHEFFIELD. 
This conference was spe ped ursuant to President Dunn's notice in the Star, aud 
assembled in the Hall of Boience, Bock Bockingham-strest, on the second * on. 
The at the usual time, it was ane agreed that 


meeting bein omer 
O. an ay that Elder H. Mitchell act as clerk. 
iesthood there were present, 1 priest, 29. . — 26 priests, 21 tea- 
4 deacons. The state of the rence Was then represented as follows, 


Elder O. Spencer moved that the branch in Norfolk be organized into a conferenes to 
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The branches were represented as being in general good standing, and rejoicing 
in the truth, of which we are glad. ‘ 
It was then moved, seconded, and carried, that the foll be organized 


into branches, viz :—Cover, and Elder Furniss to preside; Eckington, and Priest 
Leigh to preside ; Mizen, and Priest G. Nicholson to preside; Retford, and Priest 
John Miiner to preside; Stavely, and Elder Ward to preside; Bilper, and Elder 
Brewerton to preside ; 1 and Elder J. Stones to preside; Barnsley, and 
Priest M. Slack to preside; also that M. Slack be ordained an Elder. 
The following nominations were unanimously received — conference, viz. : — 
Stevenson, James Syddall, Charles Longson, Mark Fletcher, John Fletcher, 


Joseph Palfereman, Joseph N. Tingle, George Lancaster, Joseph Hasle, and Wil- 


liam Robinson, for Priests; Joseph Micklefield, John Palmer, John Gibson, John 


G. Hall, Samuel Redfern, William Radish, John Cook, William Nailor, and Samuel 
Robinson, for Teachers; John Robinson, William A. Unite, John Simpson, William 
Alfred, and Isaac 
Howes and James Stones, for Elders. 

While the sacrament was administered, Elders Dunn, Rodger, and Lees ordained 
those in the vestry who had been nominated to the priesthood, and several bore 
faithful testimony to the and work of God in these last days. 

It was then moved and carried, that we uphold by our united faith — 
Brigham Young and his two Counsello eT A Eider O. ord 
Elder Dunn as President of the Sheffield conference, together with the Presi- 
dents of the various branehes ef the conference; and also that we uphold one 
another. These motions were responded to in a way which showed that the par- 
ties had the confidence of the Sainte. 

We had two most excellent discourses in the evening from Elders Rodger and 
Dunn; the former made the nails so cleverly and so peculiarly adapted to the occa- 
sion, and the latter, by his usual mode of driving them with precision, fixed them 
in such gure places, that every stroke of the hammer of truth told upon the head of 
the nail; and the nails were of such a nature when driven, that they could not be 
drawn, and the application of the hammer fastened them so securely, that the 
Devil has roared greatly since, and his pious fraternity have joined himin the 
roar. We are hammering away as fast as we can. To be all the glory, as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 


Elder OC. Dunn, President. 
Elder H. MrrenELL, Clerk. 


follow them that believe; in my name they shall cast out devils; they 
, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover. 


Harrison, for Deacons; George Hutchinson, for Teachers George 


These shall 
shall speak with new tengues; they shall take up serpents; or, if they drink any deadly 
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